                          ART PLAY DECEMBER NEWS 2011
 WINTER IS HERE 

 We try and go outside daily at school if the temperature is 20 or higher. Please put your child’s gear in a labeled bag or backpack so we have a chance to help them get adequately dressed. If your child balks at wearing outdoor gear just pack it anyway and let one of us know that your child may not be especially receptive to wearing what you have sent. We have a policy of having the children wear what is in their backpacks so they do not have a  choice about it, but do let us know if you think it will be an issue (together we are invincible). We really appreciate mittens and NOT gloves unless your child can independently put on their gloves. ART PLAY is closed if Portland Public Schools are closed.  If there is up to an hour delay in Portland we will also have the same delay but if the delay is 1 .5 hours or more there will be no school on that day.  If a storm develops in the morning, afternoon parents should call school by 11:00AM (797-7659).

 HOLIDAY GIFTS

 We really appreciate your generous thoughts and gifts over the holidays but feel that they are not necessary .We appreciate having your children with us and they are a GIFT to us every day. A few folks have asked where we buy materials and books so we will put a few sticky notes on the bulletin board to let you know what local stores we frequent and if you would like to do a donation of a gift card at any time during the school year. 
HOLIDAY VACATION
 Our last classroom day is Friday, December 16, 2011. School resumes on January 3, 2012.
CHILDREN’S TOYS  
When you are buying toys for your children, keep in mind that if they simply need to push a button to be entertained they will quickly become bored.  If children need to manipulate the toys and use their imagination there is a much greater chance for more involved and worthwhile play. One gift 
 that we recommend is an art box for your child.  Decorate a shoebox and fill it with various art supplies.  We recommend fiskar scissors, a hole punch, colored pencils, and a small pencil sharpener (5 year olds love to sharpen pencils), Scotch tape, masking tape, pipe cleaners and some beads and craft sticks.  The list of items to add is endless but throw in some toilet paper tubes, stickers, and string - it will help you get through the long winter.

AUCTION PROCEEDS

Each year we like to share our profits with worthwhile causes. This year we are donating to the ”Power of Elle” and a family in South Portland that lost their home and 4 pets on the day after Thanksgiving. See the bulletin board for more info or you can go to: information@powerofelle.org .
                                    HAVE A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON       

                         VERY BEST WISHES FROM

                         SHARON, SUSAN, LAURA & JEN 
